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UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER 



If the tide of godlessness which is now sweeping 
across the earth is to recede, the Cross must be re¬ 
stored to Christianity. Unless this wave of secular¬ 
ism is checked, our civilization will disintegrate and 
collapse from moral decay, internal conflict and ex¬ 
ternal warfare. 


Lukewarm, half-hearted Christians cannot stop 
the ravages of secularism as revealed in nationalism 
and communism. The number of nominal Christians 
is sufficiently large for them to exercise decisive in¬ 
fluence in modern society if they possessed spiritual 
vitality. But Christians generally do not take their 
religion seriously. They do not seek first and fore¬ 
most the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
The will of God is not the determining factor in 
their behavior. Many exceptions to this rule deepen 
awareness of the superficiality and shallowness of the 
Christian witness of most church members in our 
day. 

Nationalism and communism are now the chief 
rivals of Christianity for the loyal devotion of men 
around the earth. Both claim total allegiance. Both 
demand everything from the individual. Time, en¬ 
ergy, talents, life itself must be placed upon the al¬ 
tars of patriotism and the class struggle. 

II 

In hours of supreme crisis, patriots are required 
to render utmost allegiance to country. Young men 
are called upon to enter the armed forces and to obey 
orders without question. They must be ready to en¬ 
dure any hardships and to face any danger. Their 
training is arduous and long continued. They are 
disciplined to respond as automatons. In the science 
of killing they become experts and practice all the 
known ways of taking human life. To the science of 
obliterating populations they consecrate their talents. 
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When sent into action, soldiers are expected to 
obey orders in spite of any risk and any consequence. 
They experience every form of discomfort and en¬ 
dure every kind of pain. Many die in battle and 
many others are maimed for life. 

Patriotism likewise makes heavy demands upon 
mothers and wives. A mother is expected to send her 
only son out to battle and to keep his morale high by 
her own buoyancy and devotion. A wife is called 
upon to surrender her husband to the service of 
country, even at the risk of never seeing him again 
and of assuming the responsibility of being father 
as well as mother to their children. 

In wartime citizens are expected to accept every 
form of control over their lives. They are told what 
they can eat and how much, and what they can wear. 
Their wages are determined for them, and the prices 
they can charge for their goods is fixed for them. The 
proportion of income they can retain is decided for 
them. The kind of house they can build, if any, is 
determined for them. The number of miles they can 
drive an automobile is settled for them. Allocation 
by priority is imposed upon the entire community. 
And all these controls and restraints are to be ac¬ 
cepted cheerfully as good citizens. 

If our minds were not so dulled by sheer famil¬ 
iarity with the demands of patriotism, we would be 
astounded at the response of millions of people all 
over the earth. For the love of country, good men 
will kill, they will lie, they will deceive, they will 
steal, they will hate, they will denounce, they will 
slander. That the end justifies the means is rarely 
questioned by patriots in wartime. Morality is re¬ 
duced to the simple propositon: that is right which 
helps to win the victory, that is wrong which stands 
in the way of victory. And for this way of life, men 
will run any risk and die any death. 
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Ill 


Communism also makes totalitarian demands upon 
its adherents. In seeking the realization of its ideal, 
it demands everything from the individual. No price 
is too high to pay for the achievement of a classless 
society in which man no longer exploits man. Every 
obstacle must be removed. Communists maintain that 
this requires class war. The exploiters will not vol¬ 
untarily cease exploiting. Men of privilege and 
power will not peacefully relinquish their private 
gains. Forcible seizure of power and confiscation of 
private property is the communist procedure. They 
maintain that the revolution must be preserved by 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the liquida¬ 
tion of all opposition. 

All this requires the training of professional revo¬ 
lutionists who will not compromise with the old or¬ 
der. Lenin’s insistence upon this point was the chief 
factor in dividing the revolutionary movement into 
the majority and the minority, the Bolsheviks and 
the Mensheviks. Lenin forged a monolithic party, 
tightly bound together under rigid discipline, with 
a hierarchy in command. Stalin has contiuued this 
process until today the Communist Party of the So¬ 
viet Union is under his domination and all other 
Communist parties are subservient to the Kremlin. 

The extent to which revolutionists must subordi¬ 
nate themselves to their task was thus phrased by two 
of their leaders: “The Revolutionist is a doomed 
man. He has no private interests, no affairs, senti¬ 
ments, ties, property nor even a name of his own. 
His entire being is devoured by one purpose, one 
thought, one passion—the revolution . . . Heart and 
soul, not merely by word but by deed, he has severed 
every link with the social order and with the entire 
civilized world; with the laws, good manners, con¬ 
ventions, and morality of that world. He is its mer- 
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ciless enemy and despises public opinion.” 

Another authority writes: “The true communist is 
a dedicated man. He has no life apart from his or¬ 
ganization and his rigidly systematic set of ideas. 
Everything that he does, everything that he has, fam¬ 
ily, job, money, belief, friends, talents, life, every¬ 
thing is subordinated to his communism . . . Neither 
wife nor child nor friend, neither beauty nor love 
nor pleasure nor knowledge cherished for its own 
sake, is allowed to deflect by even the smallest frac¬ 
tion of a degree the fixed direction of the commu¬ 
nist will to power.” 

Lenin constantly emphasized his conviction that 
revolutionists are not bound by conventional moral¬ 
ity. Without qualification he accepted the doctrine 
that the end justifies the means. He often cried out: 
“We have to use any ruse, dodges, tricks, cunning, 
unlawful method, concealment, veiling of truth . . . 
We do not believe in eternal morality and we ex¬ 
pose the deceit of all legends about morality . . . 
Morality is entirely subordinate to the interests of 
class war. Everything is moral which is necessary for 
the annihilation of the old exploiting social order 
and for uniting the proletariat. Our morality, then, 
consists solely in close discipline and in conscious 
war against the exploiters.” 

In a communist publication of 1919 we read: 
“Ours is a new morality. Our humanism is absolute, 
for it has as its basis the desire for abolition of all 
oppression and tyranny. To us everything is per¬ 
mitted, for we are the first in the world to raise the 
sword not for the purpose of enslavement and op¬ 
pression but in the name of liberty and emancipation 
from slavery.We do not wage war against individ¬ 
uals. We seek to destroy the bourgeoisie as a class.” 

The men who rise in communist ranks are su¬ 
premely devoted and highly courageous. Stalin was 
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seven times exiled to Siberia. Six times he escaped, 
not to obscurity and safety, but to the seat of danger 
in the Russian capital. It is easy to write these words, 
but difficult to understand their significance. Listen 
to this description: “Stalin was in the remote Turuk- 
hansk region on the Yenesei River, an area described 
appropriately as ‘the wilderness.’ Hardened natives 
said that the devil himself had forgotten that corner 
of the earth . . . From late October until spring there 
was almost total darkness and fearful cold reaches 
to fifty-six degrees below zero. During the blinding 
Arctic snowstorms, no mortal could venture outside 
his shelter . . . Stalin lived for four years fifteen 
miles within the Arctic Circle.” 

Lenin himself had no fear of death and one of his 
slogans was: “To make victory sure the people must 
be inoculated with contempt for death.” In this spirit 
the besieged workers of Leningrad were later to 
write to the Red Army troops: “Death will be afraid 
of us before we are afraid of death.” 

Much of the power of the communist movement 
is derived from the devotion, heroism and fortitude 
of its adherents, however repulsive their methods 
may be. Communists behave as soldiers in wartime 
are expected to behave. They run every risk and ac¬ 
cept every consequence. They reso-rt to every prac¬ 
tice which is regarded as necessary. Millions of ku¬ 
laks and other recalcitrants are liquidated by delib¬ 
erately created famine and enforced privation. Even 
old comrades in the party are purged. Nothing is 
sacred except the revolutionary cause. No means is 
to be abjured if it serves the party. Total allegiance 
is rendered to the class war. 

IV 

In this age of world wars and competing totali¬ 
tarianisms, we should be able to understand clearly 
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the nature of Jesus’ call to his disciples. His central 
message is that God demands everything of the in¬ 
dividual. God is love and in his overflowing affec¬ 
tion does everything that he can do for every child 
in his home. One of the Father’s most precious gifts 
is freedom of choice. Instead of creating puppets or 
dummies, God endows sons and daughters with all 
the faculties needed for a life of love, and places 
them as free moral agents in a moral universe. 

The individual is free, within limits, to choose, but 
he is not free to choose the consequences of his de¬ 
cisions. He reaps what has been sown. What he does 
decides what he becomes. Falsehood does not pro¬ 
duce integrity of character. Irritability does not lead 
to serenity of outlook. Self-centeredness does not pro¬ 
duce concern for the common welfare. 

God is no idle spectator watching free moral 
agents struggle in a moral universe. He is a loving 
Father seeking in every appropriate way to lead his 
children into the ways of abundant life. His power 
is the sweet compulsion of love. Always he respects 
the freedom of the individual, and ever does he 
seek voluntary admission into every life. He never 
batters down the door, but patiently waits until it is 
opened from the inside. 

The more joyously he is welcomed and the more 
faithfully his guidance is followed', the more is he 
able to do for his child. God never misses an oppor¬ 
tunity. He enters every open door, but he waits for 
the door to open. Always he respects the freedom of 
the individual to open or to keep closed the door. 

God is provided with opportunity by the degrees 
of responsiveness of the individual. A self-centered 
life is closed to the full blessing of God. A person 
who desires to know what God wants him to do and 
who desires to do the will of God thereby provides 
him with full access to every faculty. For this reason 
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God demands everything of the individual. The 
higher the love, the heavier the demand, because ful¬ 
fillment of conditions is the price which must be 
paid for the blessing. Self-centeredness barricades 
the door, unconditional surrender to the will of God 
provides him with full opportunity. 

All this is so utterly important that we will do 
well to refresh our minds by reflection upon these 
words about God and his relation to us: “God is 
love, and whoever continues to love keeps in union 
with God, and God with him . . . Whoever does not 
love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love 
for us has been revealed in this way—that God has 
sent his only Son into the world, to let us have life 
through him.” 1 “What human father among you, 
when his son asks him for bread, will give him a 
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a 
snake? So if you, in spite of your being bad, know 
how to give your children what is good, how much 
more surely will your heavenly Father give what is 
good to those who keep on asking Him.” 2 “Take a 
good look at the wild birds, for they do not 
sow or reap, or store up food in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father keeps on feeding them. Are you not 
worth more than they? . . . Look at the wild lilies 
and learn how they grow. They do not toil or spin; 
but I tell you, not even Solomon, in all his gorgeous 
splendor, was ever dressed up like a single one of 
these. Now if God so gorgeously dresses the wild 
grass which today is green but tomorrow is tossed 
into the furnace, will He not much more surely 
clothe you, O you with little faith? . . . surely your 
heavenly Father well knows that you need them all. 
But as your first duty keep on looking for His stand¬ 
ard of doing right, and His will, and then all these 

1. 1 John 4:16, 8, 9, Goodspeed, published by University of Chicago 
Press. 2. Matt. 7-9-11 Williams, published by Bruce Humpries, Inc., 
Boston. 3. Matt. 6:26, 28-30, 32, 33, Williams. 4. Mark 8:45, Williams. 
5. Mark 1:16, 2:14 Easton, published by The Abingdon Press. 
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things will be yours besides.” 3 

“Then He called the people to Him along with 
His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wants to 
be my disciple, he must say ‘No’ to self, put the cross 
on his shoulders, and keep on following me. For 
whoever wants to save his higher life, will have to 
give up the lower life, and whoever gives up his low¬ 
er life for me and for the good news, will save the 
higher life.”* 1 

“Jesus said to Peter, Andrew, James and John, 
who were fishermen, Follow me! And they left their 
fishing and followed him . . . Jesus said to Levi, a 
publican, Follow me! And he left his employment 
and followed him.” 5 As He was starting on a jour¬ 
ney, a man ran up to Him, and knelt to Him, and 
was asking Him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to 
get eternal life?’ . . . Then Jesus looked at him and 
loved him, and said to him, ‘You lack one thing. Go, 
sell everything you have, and give the money to the 
poor, and you will have riches in heaven; then come 
back and follow me.’ But his countenance fell at 
that command, and he went away in deep distress, 
for he owned a great deal of property. Then Jesus 
looked around and said to His disciples, ‘How hard 
it will be for those who have money to get into the 
kingdom of God!’ ” 8 “Enter by the narrow gate; for 
the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to de¬ 
struction, and those who enter by it are many. For 
the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few.” 7 

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves; 
so be wise like serpents and guileless like doves. Be¬ 
ware of men: they will hand you over to sanhedrins 
and scourge you in their synagogues, and you will be 
haled before governors and kings for my sake . . . 
Brother will betray brother to death, the father will 
betray his child, children will rise against their par- 
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ents and put them to death, and you will be hated 
by all men on account of my name; he will be saved 
who holds out to the very end ... If men have called 
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more 
will they miscall his servants! . . . Have no fear of 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul: 
rather fear Him who can destroy both soul and body 
in Gehenna. Are not two sparrows sold for a farth¬ 
ing? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground un¬ 
less your Fathers wills it. The very hairs on your 
head are all numbered; fear not, then, you are worth 
far more than sparrows! . . . you are not to take gold 
or silver or coppers in your girdle, nor a wallet for 
the road, nor two shirts, nor sandals, nor stick—the 
workman deserves his rations.” 8 

“He who loves father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me; and he who does 
not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.” 9 “And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a ques¬ 
tion, to test him. ‘Teacher, which is the great com¬ 
mandment in the law?’ And he said to him, ‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This 
is the great and first commandment. And a second 
is like it, You shall love your neighbor as your¬ 
self.’ ” 10 

Unconditional surrender, nothing less than uncon¬ 
ditional surreder to the will of God is required of 
Christians. These searching and challenging words 
from the Scripture are to be taken seriously not lit¬ 
erally by true disciples of our Lord. Their signifi¬ 
cance will be missed if we permit ourselves to be¬ 
come engrossed in a discussion of whether or not a 
man in our day should wear sandals or carry a purse 

6 . Mark 10:17, 21, 22 Williams. 7. Matt. 7:13, 14 Revised Standard Ver¬ 
sion, published by Thomas Nelsons & Sons. 8. Matt. 10:16-30, 9, 10 Mof- 
fatt, published by Harper & Brothers. 9. Matt. 10:37 RSV. 10. Matt. 
22:34-39 RSV. 
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or own possessions of any kind. The example of 
Jesus is not to be reproduced literally and exactly. 
We must catch the spirit of Jesus and live as he lived 
with absolute fidelity to the will of God and with 
utter devotion to God’s children our brethren and 
sisters. 

The question which must be asked at every step 
of the way is, What does God want me to do here 
and now? For me under these conditions, what does 
it mean to love God with my entire being and to love 
neighbor as self? How shall I spend my time and 
how shall I use my energies? And to the degree that 
I find correct answers, I will seek first the Kingdom 
of God and his righteousness and will be possessed 
by the desire to do what God wants me to do, 

We are called upon to live as Jesus lived when in 
the Garden of Gethsemane he faced the supreme 
crisis. Should he live as God wanted him to live, 
with the consequence that he would be crucified by 
blind and sinful men, or should he compromise with 
his opponents sufficiently to avoid their wrath? 
Should he preserve his life by abandoning the will 
of God, or should he be faithful to God’s way of life 
even if this loyalty cost him life itself? The right 
answer then and for all eternity: “My Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt.” In our day also there 
must be unconditional surrender: Not my will but 
thine be done, O God! 


V 

The record of the early Christian Church affords 
an impressive illustration of the power and joy 
which God is able to bestow upon his children when 
faithfully they seek to do his will. The growth and 
expansion of Christianity during the first three cen¬ 
turies was due primarily to the quality of lives ex¬ 
hibited by its adherents. They became living letters 
which were read by those who ran. It would be a 
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gross error to maintain that every member of the 
church in that period was a faithful follower of his 
Lord. The New Testament itself provides abundant 
testimony to the contrary. Repeated warnings are 
thundered against evil practices in the lives of Chris¬ 
tians. But the New Testament also provides us with 
evidence of unequaled power and radiant joy. 

It has often been said that the early Christians tri¬ 
umphed because they out-thought, out-loved, out¬ 
lived, out-died their persecutors. The secret of their 
power is found in a relationship which conquered 
fear. They were certain of the living presence of 
their resurrected Lord. The New Testament cannot 
be understood apart from a realization of the inten¬ 
sity of the convictions of the early Christians that 
Jesus had risen from the grave and was living in 
their midst. They were strongly fortified by the ex¬ 
pectation that their Lord soon would return to the 
earth in bodily form. The vitality of this experience 
of living with their risen Lord intensified their 
awareness of God and caused them to think of him 
in terms of his revelation in Christ. “The God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” became a mean¬ 
ingful designation of their heavenly Father. 

Thus they were able to dwell in the world of 
the spirit, in the invisible sphere. They were guided 
less by things temporal than by things eternal. God 
was very real, the risen Christ was very real, so it 
was easy for them to think in terms of the will of 
God as made known in their Lord. The vividness of 
their spiritual experience provided them with assur¬ 
ance, gave them hope, and filled them with courage. 

Because the early Christians lived in the world 
of the spirit with their risen Lord and with their 
Father God, they conquered fear of death. Indeed 
they longed for eternal life in their Father’s home. 
The ring of conviction about immortal life resounds 
throughout the New Testament. Never could the 
disciples forget these words of their Lord: 
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“Stop letting your hearts be troubled; keep on be¬ 
lieving in God, and also in me. In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling-places; if there were not, I 
would have told you, for I am going away to make 
ready a place for you. And if I go and make it ready 
for you, I will come back and take you to be face to 
face with me, so that you may always be right where 
I am ... If any one really loves me, he will observe 
my teaching, and my Father will love him, and both 
of us will come in face to face fellowship with him; 
yes, we will make our special dwelling place with 
him.” 1 

Thus St. Paul cries out: “Therefore we are not 
cowards. Nay, even though our outward man is wast¬ 
ing away, yet our inward man is being renewed day 
by day. For this our light and transitory burden of 
suffering is achieving for us a preponderating, yes, 
a vastly preponderating, and eternal weight of glory; 
while we look not at things seen, but things unseen; 
for things seen are temporary, but things unseen are 
eternal. For we know that if this poor tent, our earth¬ 
ly house, is taken down, we have in Heaven a build¬ 
ing which God has provided, a house not built by 
human hands, but eternal . . . Yes, we who are in this 
tent certainly do sigh under our burdens, for we do 
not wish to lay aside that with which we are now 
clothed, but to put on more, so that our mortality 
may be absorbed in Life. And He who formed us 
with this very end in view is God, who has given us 
His Spirit as a pledge and foretaste of that bliss. We 
have therefore a cheerful confidence . . . and we an¬ 
ticipate with greater delight being banished from the 
body and going home to the Lord. And for this rea¬ 
son also we make it our ambition, whether at home 
or in exile, to please Him perfectly.” 2 

The New Testament is a book of trouble, but it is 
a record of trouble transfigured by expectation. Lis- 

1. John 14:1-3, 23 Williams. 2. 2 Cor. 4:16-5:9 Weymouth, published b> 
Pilgrim Press. 
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ten to this note of triumph in the Book of Revela¬ 
tion : “After that I saw a great crowd which no one 
could count from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language, standing before the throne and before the 
lamb, wearing white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands . . . Then one of the elders addressed me 
and said, ‘Who are these people dressed in white 
robes, and where do they come from?’ I said to him, 
‘You know, my lord.’ He said to me, ‘They are the 
people who came through the great persecution, who 
have washed their robes white in the blood of the 
Lamb. That is why they are before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his temple, and 
he who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will never be hungry or thirsty again, and 
never again will the sun or any burning heat dis¬ 
tress them, for the Lamb who is in the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them 
to springs of living water, and God will wipe every 
tear from their eyes.’” 1 

It is impossible to exaggerate the power of this 
conviction and this hope in the lives of the early 
Christians. God was very real, the risen Christ was 
very real, and so they lived in the world of the spirit. 
They were not afraid of death and this triumph en¬ 
abled them to conquer fear of privation, fear of de¬ 
feat, and fear of enemies. They remembered the ex¬ 
hortation of Jesus not to worry about bread and rai¬ 
ment. Surely God and the living Christ and the 
brethren in cooperation could provide for their daily 
needs. They recalled the words of their Lord about 
humility and meekness and were not dominated by 
ambitions of worldly success. For them success was 
measured in terms of relationships, with God, with 
Christ, with the brethren and with their persecutors. 
Since they were not afraid of death, of privation, of 
defeat, there was no occasion to fear enemies. 

1. Rev. 7:9-17 Goodspeed. 
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“Therefore, if any one is in union with Christ, he 
is a new being! His old life has passed away; a new 
life has begun! But all this is the work of God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and gave 
us the Ministry of Reconciliation—to proclaim that 
God, in Christ, was reconciling the world to him¬ 
self, not reckoning men’s offences against them, and 
that he had entrusted us with the Message of this 
reconciliation.” 2 

These truths were illustrated in the behavior of 
the early Christians. They lived in the world of the 
spirit. Their dominant desire was to do the will of 
God and to please the risen Christ. Therefore they 
loved the brethren and therefore they loved their 
enemies. Hear St. Paul cry out: “Instead of being 
moulded to this world, have your mind renewed, and 
so be transformed in nature, able to make out what 
the will of God is, namely, what is good and accept¬ 
able to him and perfect . . . Let your love be a real 
thing, with a loathing for evil and a bent for what is 
good. Put affection into your love for the brother¬ 
hood; be forward to honour one another; never let 
your zeal dag; maintain the spiritual glow; serve the 
Lord; let your hope be a joy to you . . . Bless those 
who make a practice of persecuting you; bless them 
instead of cursing them ... if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him, if he is thirsty, give him drink; for in this 
way you will make him feel a burning sense of 
shame. Never let evil get the better of you; get the 
better of evil by doing good.” 3 

Because the early Christians lived in the world of 
the spirit, they were filled with invincible confidence 
and experienced radiant joy. Listen to these exclama¬ 
tions : “And my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 4 
“Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!” 5 “Be¬ 
loved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet 
appear what we shall be, but we know that when he 
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appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is.” 6 “May God, the source of hope, fill you with 
perfect happiness and peace in your faith, so that 
you may have overflowing hope through the power 
of the holy Spirit.” 7 

“For I consider all that we suffer in this present 
life is nothing to be compared with the glory which 
by and by is to be uncovered for us.For all nature is 
expectantly waiting for the unveiling of the sons of 
God ... In the same way the Spirit too is helping 
us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray 
as we should, but the Spirit Himself pleads for us 
with unspeakable yearnings . . . Yes, we know that 
all things go on working together for the good of 
those who keep on loving God ... If God is for us, 
who can be against us? Since He did not spare His 
own Son but gave Him up for us all, will He not 
with Him graciously give us everything else? . . . 
Who can separate us from Christ’s love? Can suffer¬ 
ing or misfortune or persecution or hunger or desti¬ 
tution or danger or the sword? . . . And yet in all 
these things we keep on gloriously conquering 
through Him who loved us. For I have full assur¬ 
ance that neither death nor life nor angels nor prin¬ 
cipalities nor the present nor the future nor evil 
forces above or beneath, nor anything else in all crea¬ 
tion, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
as shown in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 8 

“Always be glad in the Lord: I will repeat it, be 
glad. Let your forbearing spirit be known to every¬ 
one—the Lord is near. Do not be over-anxious about 
anything, but by prayer and earnest pleading, to¬ 
gether with thanksgiving, let your requests be unre¬ 
servedly made known in the presence of God. And 
then the peace of God, which transcends all our 
powers of thought, will be a garrison to guard your 

2. 2 Cor. 5:17-19 Twentieth Century, published by Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 3. Rom. 12:2, 9-14, 20, 21 Moffatt. 4. Phil. 4:19 RSV. 5. 2 Cor. 
9:15 RSV. 6. 1 John 3:2 RSV. 7. Rom. 15:13 Goodspeed. 
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hearts and minds in union with Christ Jesus.” 9 “Now 
to him who is able to keep you from slipping and to 
make you stand unblemished and exultant before his 
glory—to the only God, our saviour through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and 
authority, before all time and now for all time: 
Amen.” 10 

VI 

Unconditional surrender provided God with op¬ 
portunity to enlighten and empower and overjoy the 
early Christians. And we in our day may travel this 
road of unconditional surrender to the same glorious 
destination of life indeed. We too can live in the 
world of the spirit. God is doing everything he can 
do to win full access to all our faculties. He is groan¬ 
ing over us with groanings which cannot be uttered, 
as we are reminded in the eighth chapter of the Book 
of Romans. Nothing, absolutely nothing, can sepa¬ 
rate us from his love, although as free moral agents 
we possess freedom to shut him out of our conscious 
choices. The living Christ can be very real to us, as 
he was centuries ago. We can live in radiant fellow¬ 
ship with him and with our Father and with our 
brethren. 

The first condition of power and joy is desire to 
live in the world of the spirit; that is, comparative 
desire, intense desire, dominant desire. Before we can 
possess the fruits of the spirit, we must want them 
more than we want anything else. We must seek first 
and foremost to find and to do God’s will for our 
lives. More than we want comfort and safety and 
applause, we must desire to love God and to love our 
neighbors. 

We must pay attention to God, concentrate upon 
him. This means that we must practice his presence, 
practice thinking of him many times a day, and prac¬ 
tice prolonged meditation and prayer. Think about 

8. Rom. 8:18, 10, 26-39 Williams. 9. Phil. 4:4-7 Weymouth. 10. Jude 24, 
25 Moffatt. 
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God upon first awakening. Make an affirmation 
about his presence, his eagerness to help, his power 
to uplift. Give thanks before every meal. Practice 
thinking of God once every hour while you are 
awake. Make use of the law of association. Think of 
God when you are aware of beauty in the sunset, 
beauty in flowers, beauty in trees, beauty in running 
water. Think of God when you are aware of people, 
sheep in need of a shepherd. Think of him when you 
are conscious of need in an individual. Remember 
that God rejoices with those who rejoice and weeps 
with those who weep. Turn your mind to him be¬ 
fore sleeping. Send down deep into your subcon¬ 
scious mind joyous thoughts of God and even while 
you sleep he will have opportunity to nourish your 
spirit. 

Spend time alone with God. In addition to think¬ 
ing of him many times daily, set apart some period 
for sustained meditation and prayer. Choose the most 
appropriate time and place, perhaps early in the 
morning, perhaps late in the evening. Spend a mini¬ 
mum of half an hour in the world of the spirit, or 
far better devote an hour or more to this glorious ex¬ 
ploration of the unseen world. Remember that God 
is closer than hands or feet and nearer than breath¬ 
ing, eagerly seeking admission to every secret corner 
of your being so that he may bring his richest bless¬ 
ings to your life. Spend time in adoration and 
thanksgiving. Repent and confess and seek power to 
climb upward. Make a fresh commitment. Yearn 
over loved ones and friends in intercessory prayer. 
Day after day, month after month, spend time with 
God. Give him opportunity to mould you in his own 
image. 

The practice of sustained prayer should be supple¬ 
mented by spending hours with great books, books 
which help to make more real the world of the spirit. 
Saturate your mind with exalted passages from the 
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Bible. Choose a dozen favorites and read them over 
and over again until their message is woven into the 
very fabric of your being. Spend much time with 
Jesus. Read frequently the story of his life. Reflect 
earnestly upon the meaning of what he said and what 
he did, until you can say with Horace Bushnell that 
you know him better than any man in your town. 
Share the Christian conviction that our Lord broke 
the bonds of death and is a living presence. Practice 
walking hand in hand with him throughout the day. 
Read biographies of his faithful disciples, men and 
women across the years who have journeyed with 
him up many a Calvary. Expose your very soul to 
the noblest characters of the centuries. Walk with 
the saints until you have become more saintly. 

Spend time in family worship, in worship in the 
sanctuary, and in worship with an intimate group of 
friends. Practice living in the world of the spirit. 
You have time enough, in fact you have all the time 
in a week that any other man ever had, and for no 
individual were there ever more weeks in a year. 
Make a budget of your time. Begin with the fact 
that there are 168 hours in every week. Mark down 
the time required in making a living, say ten hours 
including travel for five and one-half days per week, 
a total of 56 hours. Another 56 hours will be re¬ 
quired for sleeping and dressing. This leaves 56 
hours, about eight hours per day, over which the in¬ 
dividual has a high degree of control. There are nu¬ 
merous illustrations of busy housewives and mothers 
who are able to devote at least an hour a day to 
prayer and devotional reading. Students in high 
school and college find themselves extremely busy, 
so busy that many break down physically and emo¬ 
tionally. But many of the things with which they 
busy themselves are not worth doing, that is com¬ 
pared with other uses of time. Time which should 
be used in nurturing the spirit is diverted to less sig- 
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nificant activities. Ministers and other professional 
religious workers often find themselves so busy do¬ 
ing good that they neglect their own practice of wor¬ 
ship. I he penalty for this is less power in minister¬ 
ing to others. 

Too much emphasis cannot be placed upon wise 
use of time. There is little advantage in saying that 
one wants spiritual reality and power unless he is 
prepared* to spend sufficient time in nurturing the 
life of the spirit. The equivalent would be for a 
young man to say: “I want to be a doctor, but I am 
too busy to take a medical course.” Or for him to 
exclaim: “How I would like to be a Paderewski, but 
I can’t be bothered with practicing.” 

The practice of the presence of God is an absolute 
necessity if we are to be at home in the world of the 
spirit. The first condition is desire, dominant desire, 
and the second is sufficient time devoted to medita¬ 
tion, prayer, reading great passages from the Bible 
and from other spiritual biographies, and fellowship 
with others in the realm of prayer. Wise indeed is 
the man who reserves a minimum of 14 hours per 
week for the schooling and disciplining of his own 
inner life. 

A comparison at this point may prove to be illu¬ 
minating. Consider the amount of time that a young 
patriot spends in becoming an efficient soldier. Re¬ 
flect upon the discipline to which a young candidate 
for membership in the Communist Party is sub¬ 
jected. To a man in military uniform everything else 
is subordinate to the business of being a soldier. And 
to an ardent Communist everything else is of less im¬ 
portance than service to the party. Unconditional 
surrender is taken for granted. 
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VII 


Being a Christian is serious business. It is a full 
time calling. It demands unconditional surrender to 
the will of God as revealed in the mind and spirit 
and way of Jesus. This means spending time in the 
world of the spirit, but it means more than this. The 
requirement also is that our behavior and all our re¬ 
lationships be subordinate to the will of God. A sim¬ 
ple way of putting the matter is to say that we must 
live as good members of God’s home. The first com¬ 
mandment and the second commandment embrace 
the chief duties of man. Love God and love people 
with entire affection and goodwill. 

This means that we must treat other individuals 
with respect, with the reverence they deserve as im¬ 
ages of God, holy temples of the Eternal. We must 
not be content to treat some persons with respect; 
all men and women, all boys and girls, deserve to 
be treated with reverence. All are precious to God, 
all are the objects of his unwearying solicitude. Any 
individual who is indispensable to God should be 
precious in my own sight, and will be if I am striv¬ 
ing to do the will of God. Thi§ includes men of all 
races, colors, classes and conditions: wise men and 
foolish men, good men and bad men. The practice 
must be stopped of classifying individuals and then 
treating them as members of the categories in which 
we have placed them. “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien¬ 
able Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of Happiness.” These immortal words 
are illumined by the realization that every man bears 
the image of God and is a beloved member of God’s 
home. 

Heavy responsibility rests upon every Christian to 
do something about segregation. This cancer must be 
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removed from our world. The individual must take 
a resolute stand against it and avoid every taint of it 
in his own relations with members of other races. 
He must seek to free the churches from this curse. 
As a citizen he must work for its elimination in em¬ 
ployment, in housing, in access to public privileges. 
Second-class citizenship, and third, and fourth, must 
be replaced by first-class citizenship for everybody. 

If every person is to be treated with respect and 
reverence as a beloved member of God’s home, sub¬ 
stantial changes must be made in the spirit and in the 
structure of our social order, especially in business 
and industry. We must recognize that the motivation 
of enlightened self-interest is incompatible with life 
in God’s home. No true mother ever says, “I had 
better get mine while the getting is good.” Competi¬ 
tion for special privilege is out of place among af¬ 
fectionate relatives. Not self-interest but concern for 
the brethren is the Christian motivation. Not com¬ 
petition for private gain but mutual aid in seeking 
the common good is the appropriate procedure for 
members of a family. Not vast wealth for a few and 
underprivilege for many, but equal opportunity to 
enjoy the privileges and advantages of life is the 
Christian way. When the Lord’s prayer is answered 
and the Kingdom of God comes fully to pass upon 
the earth, it will bear little resemblance to our pres¬ 
ent economic order. 

The prevention of war is an urgent and titanic 
undertaking. The nations are now rushing swiftly to¬ 
ward the precipice of total war and universal de¬ 
struction. Plainly this is not the will of God. Respect 
for personality and reverence for holy temples of 
God demand that the individual renounce war and 
proclaim his determination not to participate in it 
voluntarily and directly. He must work diligently 
for its prevention. Because I have recently written 
extensively about this problem, I will not deal with 
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it further at this point, except to repeat my convic¬ 
tion that the odds are heavily against us and that war 
can be prevented only by a colossal effort on the part 
of aroused and determined citizens. It is imperative 
that the churches be disentangled from the war sys¬ 
tem without delay. 

The abolition of racial segregation, the transfor¬ 
mation of our economic order, and the prevention 
of war are only three of the tasks to which Chris¬ 
tians must commit themselves. The decadence of 
moral standards, the increase in consumption of in¬ 
toxicating liquor, the breakdown of the family, the 
rise of juvenile delinquency, the increase in crime 
and a dozen other major evils call for action. 

All this emphasizes the urgent need for individ¬ 
uals who will make an unconditional surrender of 
themselves to the will of God as it is made known 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. The call is for per¬ 
sons who will take their religion seriously, who will 
nurture their spirits and discipline their attitudes and 
actions. This means mastery in the use of time. There 
is more to be done than can possibly be accom¬ 
plished. Therefore it is sinful to waste time or to 
misuse it. Sensitive individuals are subject to the 
temptation to rush off in all directions with such 
fervor that they soon become exhausted. This race 
is no short dash, but a grueling marathon. A man 
must be in prime condition to endure to the end. 

Let the truth be shouted from the housetops that 
being is more important than doing, more impor¬ 
tant because being determines doing. Long ago the 
discovery was made that as a man thinketh in his 
heart so is he, and that out of the heart come the is¬ 
sues of life. An individual’s behavior cannot reflect 
the will of God unless he learns that will in the habit 
of comradeship with his Father and fellowship with 
his brethren. This requires time, time for paying at¬ 
tention to God, time for living in the world of the 
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spirit, time for exposure to the great souls of pre¬ 
vious generations, time for fellowship in prayer and 
discussion and action with members of an intimate 
group of friends. An alert and sensitive Christian 
will guard his time as he guards his very life. 

An individual must have help if he is to live 
worthily in such an hour as this. The good news is 
that God is far more eager to help than we are will¬ 
ing to receive his guidance and power. Centuries ago 
Jesus promised that where there are two or three 
gathered in his name, there will he be in their midst. 
All about us are hungry souls who long for an inti¬ 
mate fellowship in which they can share with other 
seekers after life indeed. Comradeship is essential to 
meaningful living. We are made for God and for 
one another. Isolation is a terrible curse for a human 
being. 

The Christian church is meant to be a fellowship, 
not a fellowship of perfected saints, but a fellowship 
of frail and sinful creatures who have marred the 
image of God. But the church is supposed to be a 
fellowship of sinful creatures who are constantly 
striving to be redeemed and delivered from the 
weight of their imperfections. There is no substitute 
for public worship in the sanctuary, but there is need 
for a supplement. Every church should have an inner 
circle, or several of them, for fellowship in prayer 
and discussion and action. 

One of the encouraging signs of the times is the 
spread of prayer-and-action groups, or cells as they 
are often called. The Fellowship of Reconciliation 
is taking the initiative in forming cell groups across 
denominational lines throughout the nation. Individ¬ 
uals who desire to enter such a group or to help form 
a cell in their own community should get in touch 
with the nearest office of the Fellowship of Recon¬ 
ciliation, or write to the national office, 2929 Broad¬ 
way, New York 27, New York. 
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Dr. Albert E. Day has taken the lead in forming 
“The Disciplined Order of Christ.” This is a na¬ 
tional fellowship of determined Christians composed 
chiefly of Methodists, but open to all. Information 
may be obtained from Dr. Day, Mount Vernon 
Place Methodist Church, Baltimore, Maryland. 
Dean Walter G. Muelder, of the Boston University 
School of Theology, will gladly send a report of the 
experiences of a disciplined group of students and 
faculty members in that institution. Two other ex¬ 
perienced counsellors of disciplined groups are John 
Oliver Nelson, of The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, 297 Fourth Avenue. 
New York 10, and Franklin H. Littell, Lane Hall, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. One 
of the most experienced individuals in this field is 
the Rev. Allan A. Hunter, Mount Hollywood Con¬ 
gregational Church, Los Angeles. For many years 
prayer-and-action groups have met regularly in his 
home. He will be glad to make suggestions to inter¬ 
ested individuals. Trabuco College, under the lead¬ 
ership of Dr. Malcolm Dana, Dr. Albert E. Day 
and Mrs. Leslie F. Kimmell, is specializing in 
prayer-and-action groups. The address is Trabuco 
Canyon P. O., California. 

VIII 

Shallow and timid Christians are not adequate for 
such a time as this. The forces of greed and sensu¬ 
ality are too powerful, the passions of nationalism 
and communism are too dominant to be overcome by 
casually interested Christians. The destiny of indi¬ 
viduals and the fate of civilization are in the bal¬ 
ance. The forces of disintegration and destruction 
are gnawing at the vitals of our society. Foundations 
are being undermined. The tidal wave of secularism, 
life without reference to God, is sweeping across the 
earth. The sand in the glass is running out rapidly. 
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In such an hour it is almost incredible that our 
young men and women in such large proportions 
should be preparing themselves to live in the very 
way which will hasten the severing of the ties which 
hold society together. Throughout our educational 
system, major emphasis is placed upon self-interest, 
being successful, rising in the world, accumulating 
riches. A high percentage of teachers and professors 
are thorough-going secularists who ignore religion 
as an invaluable resource for the individual and for 
society, while some of these teachers are openly hos¬ 
tile to religious ideas. The result cannot be described 
in milder language than to say that our educational 
institutions are grinding out multitudes of young 
pagans with dominant desires to eat, drink and be 
merry. Indeed, an impressive new book by Rosalind 
Murray is entitled The Good Pagan’s Failure. 

And all this is happening at a time when unnum¬ 
bered millions of human beings are hungry, desti¬ 
tute, suffering, despairing. It is doubtful if in all his¬ 
tory there ever was a time when all over the world 
there was such an appalling volume of human mis¬ 
ery and hopelessness as in this present hour. Never 
did the living God have more to groan about than 
now when the weeping and wailing of his people 
resound around the wide earth. 

There is a hopeful side of the present situation. 
The fact that old, rotten foundations are crumbling 
makes it easier for this generation to lay new founda¬ 
tions. As ancient evils become cumulatively more 
monstrous, rank and file people more readily recog¬ 
nize them as evil. More and more difficult becomes 
the task of justifying the waging of total war. It is 
no longer possible to be complacent about the curse 
of segregation. The disastrous consequences of unre¬ 
strained competition, on the one hand, and of private 
monopoly, on the other, loom up with increasing 
clarity. 
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This is one of the fluid periods of history. Change 
is the order of the day. Change may lead to worse 
conditions, but change may produce vast improve¬ 
ments. Life is more thrilling in a swiftly moving age, 
if an individual possesses the inner resources re¬ 
quired to sustain him in valiant endeavor. 

Let your mind play upon the infinite possibilities 
open to this generation. Give full rein to imagina¬ 
tion and reflect upon life as it could be lived in our 
time. Plenty for everybody is within reach. Profes¬ 
sor Mather of Harvard University has gathered to¬ 
gether the evidence which justifies the title of his 
hook, Enough and to Spare, with its sub-title: 
“Mother Earth Can Nourish Every Man in Free¬ 
dom.” If we were sensible enough to stop relying 
upon atomic bombs for security and would settle 
down to the development of atomic energy for 
peacetime purposes, swiftly we could provide our¬ 
selves with sufficient energy and motive power to run 
the wheels of industry and lift heavy burdens from 
human backs. Improved means of transportation en¬ 
able us to go to the ends of the earth within a few 
hours. We are the beneficiaries of the centuries. Our 
libraries bulge with the wisdom of the ages. In our 
own homes we can listen to the immortal music of 
the masters. Exquisite reproductions of the world’s 
great art are within our reach. Leisure and ever 
more leisure is possible for us. We could spend our 
free hours in exhilarating recreation, instead of de¬ 
bauching ourselves in cheap entertainment. Great 
literature, great music, great art recreate the human 
spirit. 

This generation can easily provide itself with lei¬ 
sure for religion, for unbroken communion with 
God and for continuing fellowship with man. We 
can move from the kitchen and workshop into the 
parlor and the chapel. We can provide God with 
opportunity to enrich and empower our lives. We 
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can enable him to transform our relations and to re¬ 
make our society. 

The condition of all this is that we take religion 
seriously, that we make an unconditional surrender 
to the will of God for our lives, that we seek first and 
foremost to know what God wants us to do here and 
now, that we accept his guidance in doing what he 
wants us to do. 

There is danger in the Christian life when it is fol¬ 
lowed faithfully. In a corrupt and sinful generation, 
doing right is perilous business. But, even so, doing 
wrong is far more dangerous. There is no safe way 
to live in our time. Drifting, instead of providing 
security, will carry us over the falls of ruin and 
chaos. Our choice is between the peril of doing right 
and the danger of doing wrong. Christianity is the 
way of the cross, but it is also the way of redemp¬ 
tion. And it is the way of radiant joy. 

Our choice is between self-centeredness and God- 
centeredness, between being dominated by appetite 
and being guided by the living God, between yield¬ 
ing to the flesh and dwelling in the world of the 
spirit. 

A superb illustration of how a Christian ought to 
live in our time is provided by Albert Schweitzer. 
Born in Alsace in 1875, he was alternately a German 
citizen and a French citizen. His versatility is re¬ 
vealed in the fact that he has won the doctor’s de¬ 
gree in four different fields. He is Doctor of Phi¬ 
losophy, Doctor of Theology, Doctor of Music and 
Doctor of Medicine. And surely he deserves to be 
known as Doctor of Missions. 

At the age of thirty-eight he was graduated as a 
Medical Doctor and sailed for equatorial Africa as 
a medical missionary. He had already achieved emi¬ 
nence as a philosopher, as a theologian and as a mu¬ 
sician. Some of his friends remonstrated with him 
and urged him not to throw away a brlliant career. 
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They maintained that a man of lesser talents was 
amply qualified to work with primitive black men 
of the jungle. They thought it sheer folly for genius 
to be wasted upon savages. 

It is now thirty-five years since the young doctor 
and his bride sailed for the Dark Continent. Let him 
tell us why he made the venture: “I had read about 
the physical miseries of the natives in the virgin for¬ 
ests; I had heard about them from missionaries, and 
the more I thought about it the stranger it seemed 
to me that we Europeans trouble ourselves so little 
about the great humanitarian task which offers itself 
to us in far-off lands.” 

What reward has Albert Schweitzer received? 
Listen: “The operation is finished, and in the hard¬ 
ly lighted dormitory I watch for the sick man’s 
awaking. Scarcely has he recovered consciousness 
when he stares about him and ejaculates again and 
again: ‘I’ve no more pain! I’ve no more pain!’ His 
hand feels for mine and will not let it go. Then I be¬ 
gin to tell him and the others who are in the room 
that it is the Lord Jesus who has told the doctor and 
his wife to come to the Ogowe, and that white peo¬ 
ple in Europe give them the money to live here and 
cure the sick Negroes . . . The African sun is shin¬ 
ing through the coffee bushes into the dark shed, but 
we, black and white, sit side by side and feel that we 
know by experience the meaning of the words: ‘And 
all ye are brethren.’ ” 

In his own experience the versatile doctor has 
learned the meaning of words which he himself had 
written early in his amazing career: “He comes to 
us as One unknown, without a name, as of old by the 
lake-side He came to those men who knew him not. 
He speaks to us the same word: ‘Follow thou me’ 
and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfill for 
our time. He commands. And to those who obey 
Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will re- 
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veal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings 

hich they shall pass through in His fellowship, and 
-j an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own 
experience Who He is.” 

We too may share this experience. This is an hour 
of world-wide anguish. This is a time for greatness, 
:or high ideals, for noble endeavor. God is infinitely 
eager to lead us in the ways of abundant and eternal 
life. God never misses an opportunity. We provide 
him with opportunity through unconditional sur¬ 
render. 


■h osibli 


THEOLOGY LIBRARY 
CLAREMONT, CALIF. 


— 31 — 



AROUSE THE CHURCHES! 

“Mankind as a whole now lives in a state 
utmost peril; a state never even approximai 
in human history since the slow invasion of th 
glaciers during the Ice Ages.” 

A thousand prophets are shouting from ui 
housetops that the nations are now rushi 
swiftly toward the war which will destroy civ¬ 
ilization. 

While there is yet time the churches irus* 
be aroused. Quickly they must be disentangici. 
from the war system. Therefore, Kirby Pag 
has written four new pamphlets: 

What Does God Want Us To Do About 
Russia ? 

The Meek Shall Inherit the Earth: Re¬ 
flections on the Fate of Our Civiliza¬ 
tion. 

Unconditional Surrender: A Study of the 
Totalitarian Demands of Nationalism, 
Communism and Christianity. 

Power From the Bible: Selected Devo¬ 
tional Passages. > 

These pamphlets are available at the low cost ’ 
of 15c per copy, $1.00 for any ten copies, $9.00 
for any hundred. Interested individuals can 
place these on sale in churches, youth meetings, , 
women’s societies, ministers’ meetings, college I 

campuses, public forums, etc. i 

A determined individual or group can easily 
circulate 100 copies. Make plans quickly! [ 

Orders should be sent to 

KIRBY PAGE 
La Habra, California 





